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Fandom’s Tangied Web

Three Centuries
of Fanzine Publishing

Really, it's ridiculous how many fanzines
have hit the century mark (or will soon) that
didn’t even exist in 2003. Any moment now
suspicious Congressmen will convene a
hearing on steroid use by fanzine editors.

Not long ago I got The Drink Tank #108,
and I know Chris Garcia’s first issue just
appeared last year (2005).

Then Arnie Katz keeps putting out Vegas
Fandom Weekly, well, every week. His
faithfulness is impressive, but the really
shocking thing to anyone familiar with Ar-
nie’s history is that he’s produced 88 fan-
zines since 2004 without giving them at
least 37 different titles.

Isn’t this supposed to be difficult?
Heaven knows how long it took me to get to
File 770 #100. Of course, when new fans
who’ve only seen my productivity rate since
Sierra was born do the math they must as-
sume the headline story in my first issue was
the birth of Hugo Gernsback.

When I joined fandom the genzines with
issue numbers over 100 all had been appear-
ing regularly since World War II. Or nearly.
Yandro started in 1953, the year I was born,
and would finish its run with #259 in 1986.
Coincidentally, Henry “Knarley” Welch
started producing The Knarley Knews the
same year Yandro stopped. No one knew at
the time that the torch had been passed, it
being so difficult to keep a zine on a regular
schedule (or so I've heard, I'm
not speaking from firsthand

tion of her Hugo-winning review and news
publication Emerald City with issue #134 in
October. Morgan attributed her decision
partly to the logistical difficulties created by
not having a permanent home. She also

noted in a comment appended to someone’s -

LiveJournal that producing the reviewzine
and writing her blog for its website were
full-time occupations only made possible
because she could not find employment, and
that they were not remunerative.

Morgan also expressed disillusionment
about the quality of her own work and the
general usefulness of online book reviews.
But she can’t have been too disillusioned,
since she also commented, apparently with-
out tongue-in-cheek, "I haven’t been able to
announce it until now because announcing a
fold just before the voting deadline would
undoubtedly have affected the Hugos and
that would never do. (I will, of course, de-
cline any nominations I might receive next
year.)"

Emerald City’s dominance over the sf
book reviewing field was sustained by regu-
lar publication of high quality material, and
its Best Semiprozine nomination was well-
earned. While the- fanzine may be ending,
here's hoping Cheryl Morgan’s fanwriting
will continue.

Photo Site Still Recovering

When Chaz Boston Baden’s massive photo
archive crashed in 2005 fans lost access to

experience).

Henry Welch’s enviable
consistency, like a mason set-
ting down a brick at a time,

You can’t come in unless you
lose the shoes.

yielded the hundredth issue of
TKK in 2003. This past Octo-
ber he marked his 20™ anniver-
sary with TKK #120, a special
theme issue where he invited
everybody to discuss why they
publish fanzines. I'm going to
do that real soon now. Yes, in
the  dizzying, MTV-speed
world of PDF publishing that
may be what 1 find most reas-
suring about TKK: with its
schedule I'm still only six more
issues behind in my letterhack-
ing at the end of the year.

Emerald City Shuts

Its Gates
Cheryl Morgan ceased publica-

nearly 30,000 images.

Chaz reports now that 40% of the lost pic-
tures have been recovered, and over two-
thirds have at least the little thumbnail im-
ages back. He still has about seventeen thou-
sand photos to classify and label before all
the recovered material is posted.

Fannish donations have paid for profes-
sional-grade data recovery work on the hard
drive and prepaid two years of professional
hosting service. Chaz automatically updates
his site every month. He continues shooting
new pictures, so the combined number of
available photos on his site once again ex-
ceeds 20,000, and there are almost thirty
thousand with at least thumbnails online.

Changes of Address

Glenn Glazer, 1074 El Solyo Heights Drive,
Felton, CA 95018

Saul Jaffe, B3 Greenbriar Ct., Clifton, NJ
07012

Elspeth Kovar, E-mail: ekovar@panix.com

Alexander Slate, 2555 NE Loop 410, #1602,

San Antonio TX 78217; Telephone: (210)
687-6633

New York Science Fiction Society - the
Lunarians, Inc., Chrysler Building, 132
East 43rd St. #436, New York, NY 10017

Robert Whitaker Sirignano, 5482 Hay Point
Landing Road, Smyrna, Delaware 19977

Alex Slate explains: “Just to let everyone
know, Laurel and the girls are moving up to
Ohio. We have sold our house
here in SA (closing on 29 June)
and have bought one in Dayton
(closing on 3 July). Laurel and |
are not going to be separated
(except physically). With the
girls starting at Wright State in
the fall. It is cheaper for them to
move to Dayton, the girls to live
at home, and for me to move
into an apartment here than it is
to pay out of state tuition, room
and board. I am actively seeking
a job at Wright-Patterson and
will move up as soon as possi-
ble.

Mark Blackman says this about
the Lunarians’ new address:
“Listing Chrysler Building is
optional, but hey - it's prestig-
ious.”

//
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many people they would need to persuade to
change a policy or personnel decision. Peo-
ple are more likely to go along with a deci-
sion they don’t agree with if they know the
majority has considered the issue.

Over the years, some groups have added
strange provisions to their by-laws. This has
the result that many fans don’t want to look
at by-laws, they think these are just designed
as obscure ways to thwart people, and some
by-laws are. However, it-is possible to write
by-laws that are reasonably clear and com-
prehensive. It may seem obvious, but a use-
ful way to proceed is to decide what rules
you want, and write them down in simple
terms. Usually, the tricky part is not figuring
the rules, but getting people to agree on
them. Compromises add wording, but that’s
okay. Another point to consider is that the
by-laws should be complete. Consider the
problems the group is likely to encounter
that will involve reference to the by-laws,
and make sure the by-laws are reasonably
clear or those issues. However, it is only
necessary to address real or likely problems.
As unanticipated things arise in the future,
you can create and add new rules.

It may be useful to have an associated
document which explains why certain rules
were added: this will help future committee
members avoid dismantling a working solu-
tion, and it will also help people understand
which rules are important and how it was
expected they would be implemented when
they were needed. Robert’s Rules has good
advice about by-laws, but since the refer-
ence book is intended to be useful to a wide
range of organizations, it inevitably has
more material than you need; cutting-and-
pasting is not a good approach here, as edit-
ing is required to tailor the reference text to
what is actually needed by a specific organi-
zation.

Important questions which the by-laws
should have answers to are: Who gets to
vote? How are officers and directors of the
organization chosen? What does the organi-
zation allow itself to do? How are the rules
changed?

The history of Worldcons shows that
some chairs have resigned, some have made
their committees so unhappy that there have
been efforts to remove them from office,
some have even died before the convention
date. (Note to those considering becoming a
Worldcon chair: not only do you risk your
spouse, friendships, day job, financial fu-
ture, reputation in fandom, and sanity, you
may even be risking your life.) This is where
by-laws become important.

The WSFS constitution states that a bid
must show “the rules under which the
Worldcon Committee will operate, including
a specification of the term of office of their

chief executive officer -or officers and the
conditions and procedures for the selection
and replacement of such officer or officers.”
The bid has to have a way to proceed if the
chair is not available. In days where the
grapevine communicates at the speed of
email, complaints about the chair will dis-
tribute quickly and widely. The person who
puts on a good face at the time of filing may
not be able to deliver; unfortunately, some-
times the chair does not recognize their own
shortcomings. Any organization should not
depend on any individual, so we need to
have a way to take the chair out of their
position. Again, a transparent process, docu-
mented in the by-laws, is useful, and
Robert’s Rules has good suggestions. A two-
thirds vote of the membership is recom-
mended for this.

As for the committee as a whole, there
are three skill sets which are useful. The first
and most important is Worldcon experience.
Not that any group can assemble a complete
team; the important thing is just to know
who to go to for help among the “permanent
floating Worldcon committee”. The second
area is local convention experience. Again,
the committee won’t have all the jobs cov-
ered and doesn’t have to. All it needs is a set
of contacts among the local concoms to be
able to recruit locals when the time comes to
recruit. It’s also important to be plugged into
the grapevine, local and global, to know
what people are expecting and to avoid
problems before they arise. The third skill
set a group needs is the ability to travel,
throw parties, and perform the other tasks of
bidding, though this article does not address
that subject.

The group will inevitably have factions,
either involved with various committees or
interests, or forming spontaneously around a
particular issue. One of the key indicators of
a faction is where an interested party pulls
their friends in to vote their way, where the
friends are clearly motivated more by loy-
alty than by the issue at hand. When one can
identify a faction that is emotionally in-
volved in an issue, ignoring their interest is

-going to be a bad idea. If you can find a way

of conceding an issue to them, make it clear
to them that this is a favor; this can be useful
in solving problems in the future. If the issue
is really something where the faction can’t
be pacified directly, it’s a good idea to find
some other point to give them, to avoid bad
feclings. However, if a faction starts making
multiple demands that aren’t in the interest
of the con, it may become necessary to shut
them down, even removing troublemakers
from their roles if they keep putting their
small group ahead of the convention as a
whole.

Who Should Be Chair

Obviously, the first qualification for some-
one to become Worldcon chair is that they
have not volunteered for the job; they need
to be pushed forward. Not every candidate
will meet this standard, but the group should
look harder at the background and other
skills of someone silly enough to actually
campaign for this job. After performing this
sanity check, one then looks for a fannish
resume. It is strongly recommended that a
Worldcon chair have chaired at least one
local convention, preferably more than once.
It really helps if it looks like the chair has
paid their dues to the community. Someone
who has chaired a local con will know the
personalities, be able to bring in some con-
tacts, have at least some understanding of
the problem set involved in con-running.
Preferably, the Worldcon chair should have
a long record of accomplishment; the chair
should almost meet the standard criteria for
fan guest of honor in terms of length and
breadth of service to the community. On the
other hand, one should also make sure the
person’s mental, physical, and financial
health can withstand (most of) the pressures
of chairing a Worldcon. The chair needs
some visible record of accomplishment that
demonstrates their ability and their commit-
ment to fandom. If their only involvement
has been conrunning, they better have a lot
of conrunning in their fannish resume.

The con chair should also possess some
of the qualities of leadership. One does not
insist on Tony Robbins-style neurolinguistic
programming (although that stuff does
work). As no one can possibly do all the
work, the chair needs to understand delega-
tion, of which a key element is trust. This
can be hard for people who know how to do
things, but a good leader measures their
success not from their personal accomplish-
ments, but from what their subordinates do
independently. A great leader does not pre-
vent their subordinates from failing, they
just help them with the consequences and
help them learn from the experiences. Te-
lepathy is not required; leaders should not
expect results they have not asked for. The
leaders shouldn’t know everything; they
should expect to have some subordinates
who know more about certain issues, and
the leader should know how to get their
subordinates to train them in what they need
to know.

For a complex organization, a good
leader is more like a watchsmith than a cap-
tain of the ship. The organization should run
itself under normal conditions; the leader’s
job is simply to see problems and find peo-
ple to fix them when they arise. So the
leader does need to keep track of what their

subordinate’s tasks and deliverables are, so-
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that when things don’t get done, the leader
can help. This is critical; many Worldcon
chairs have simply been overwhelmed by
the list of tasks.

The leader needs to be able to listen, and
in particular, listen to dissent; it’s the com-
plainers who will first see problems that
need to be fixed. The leader whose reaction
to argument is to argue back is going to shut
down input that they need. This is not to
suggest that the leader needs to cave in to
every demand; this is exactly where an
open, transparent process helps the leader
Jjustify decisions that need to be made while
still receiving input to identify and deal with
new problems that need to be dealt with. As
such, the leader must also be someone who
cares about and respects people. The great
leader is the one who finds ways to get value
from a wide range of people instead of just
relying on their friends. A passable leader
finds people who are good at tasks; a good
leader finds out what people are good at, a
great people helps people discover what
they are capable of. A basic understanding
of finance, law, and management is helpful.
A chair who does not understand both the
discipline and the flexibility in a budget is
going to make bad decisions.

It’s helpful if the chair understands some
of the major functions of the convention.
Not that the chair should be doing any of the
work, but simply so that they can understand
the task and discuss things intelligently dur-
ing meetings. One thing you don’t want is a
chair who sees a particular department or
division function as the priority and the
chair function a necessary evil. If someone
who is good really wants to run the art show
or the masquerade, it might make sense to
let them do that, even if it means picking
someone a little less qualified to chair the
convention as a whole.

For any organization that is too big to sit
around a dinner table, the chair needs a per-
sonality with some amount of “magic” or
“charisma”. Fortunately, some of the basics
of charisma are understood. Confidence is
essential. Not the self-obsession of a fascist
or narcissist, but at least the ability to stand
up and explain their own position and rea-
soning is required. The leader must show
empathy and be able to listen; again, one
does not need to turn committee meetings
into group therapy sessions (though this has
happened in some concoms), but sometimes
a person can’t find a way to solve some-
thing, and the leader needs to be able to hear
what is preventing a subordinate from doing
what the organization needs.

Two attributes of charisma that are per-
haps poorly understood but at least well
known are having a unique skill and having
some distinct personality traits. Being able

to fly a jet, write a book, complete a Ph.D.,
consult for television, produce scientific
papers, or whatever, will usually have some-
thing interesting to talk to people about. The
guy who can pull miracles out of their Rolo-
dex (or PDA equivalent) is really handy.
Simply being rich includes a problem-
solving ability that can come in useful. Not
saying every Worldcon chair has to have
their own anime production studio (again,
not a hypothetical case), but if a committee
member sits back and says “wow, how cool”
about the chair once in a while, that creates
a level of goodwill that can be applied in
other circumstances.

As for unusual personality traits, fortu-
nately, this comes easy to fans. A character-
istic clothing accessory, a catchphrase, or
better, a distinct cultural or linguistic heri-
tage to draw on, is a plus. One might use
Cajun or Yiddish terms, or be able to quote
scripture in a way that is generous and help-
ful; one might even have stories from mov-
ies or television to draw on (the con chair
who had a Star Trek parable suitable for
every occasion commanded the respect of
his fannish colleagues; the one who quoted
from Thunderbirds was even more striking);
one might be a student of Zen or Sufi mysti-
cism. A chair might use pagan magic or
precognition to solve problems; one might
think they are insane, but if they get results,
the committee will learn to tolerate a little
madness. Some people describe ordinary
human interactions in terms of computer
algorithms or astrophysics equations. Even
being slightly disreputable can be a distinc-
tive attribute; if someone takes a break to
call their parole officer, one would certainly
appreciate that they have a depth of experi-
ence different from one’s own background.
(Though probably you want to require more
than one signature on checks.) A sense of
humor doesn’t hurt. For all of these traits,
they are only useful if they quietly contrib-
ute to the con chair’s aura; a personality
quirk that gets in the way of the job can
quickly make one the wrong choice for
chair. Really, though, it doesn’t hurt if com-
mittee members occasionally roll their eyes

and say, “He’s doing it again.” It means that '

the chair is memorable and that the commit-
tee member will be able to immediately put
the chair into a context. Some very success-
ful Worldcons have had very quirky chairs.

Dealing with Problems
Every convention chair faces moments
where they think to themselves, “Why am 1
doing this? I don’t need this!” In speaking to
various convention chairs about how often
they considered resigning, “About once a
month,” was the most common answer,
Some answered, “Usually right after meet-

ings,” or “About an hour or two into reading
committee e-mail each night,” or “We can
quit? What a good idea...” In practice, the
most common reasons for a chair’s resigna-
tion are loss of family member, job, or
health. These are problems generally outside
the concom’s control, so one must have a
mechanism for dealing with the situation.
The clearest resolution is to have a vice-
chair who simply steps into the spotlight. If
the vice-chair is well-known and respected
by the committee, then the transition goes
smoothly (except for the occasional hapless
soul forced to chair a second Worldcon). If
one doesn’t have this person in place, then
the by-laws must be invoked to select a new
chair. One good solution is doing what po-
litical parties do: select a senior committee
member or division head who is respected
but not quite- at the level to become chair
and have them serve as acting chair during
the selection period.

A common solution is to have the board
of directors select a replacement; often the
by-laws specify exactly this resolution.
Whatever process is used, one must remem-
ber the basic organizing principles of de-
mocracy, openness, and transparency: the
more controversy that is likely to be stirred
up, the more open the process needs to be.
Having a chair chosen by a little-known
inner circle is going to create problems in
terms of getting anything done; questions
will be raised about the chair’s skills and
agenda. ‘

One problem that afflicts every commit-
tee at one point in time or another is the
flame war. Two or more opposing factions
may have irreconcilable positions on some
critical issue (at least one con argued exten-
sively about the color of bunting in the ex-
hibit halls). The chair has to have a way to
shut down argument when it becomes un-
productive (or at least within a week of the
debate going sour). It may be a simple mat-
ter of “please take this off the list,” but
sometimes that’s not enough. Again, the by-
laws can help here. The chair may have to
say, “This is what we're doing. Anybody
who wants my head can bring this up at the
AGM.” If people know the debate will be
fair, they’ll look at the process and decide
whether to take this step. (Usually, if they
know how to count, they’ll either make sure
they have support or they’ll withdraw the
complaint.) Sometimes it’s important to
remind people that it’s just for one year;
people who want to do it another way can
convince the next Worldcon. Ultimately, the
chair can’t stop rumors or dissent; the most
that can be accomplished is keeping such off
the convention mailing lists.

Sometimes, members of a committee feel
that the chair isn’t doing the job, and they
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Coming Home was published [Leigh Anne]
became a devoted fan of the book and a
remarkable expert in Kesh culture, particu-
larly its music and drama: so much so that
when we held Mythcon again in 1988 with
Le Guin as GoH and 1 chaired. I appointed
Leigh Ann entertainments coordinator under
the title *Kesh consultant’ and let her rip. Le
Guin was fascinated by our plans, which
resulted in one committee meeting where |
handed the astonished Leigh Ann a slip of
paper with a phone number on it and said.
*Ursula wants you to call her.’

“Leigh Ann threw herself into this Myth-
con as she had the previous one. With her
then-husband David Oster (whom 1 think
she had first met at that previous Mythcon)
she designed Kesh-style name badges. made
Kesh mustcal instruments and led the open-
ing procession with them, helped Todd Bar-
ton lead the chanting of heya, and put on a
production of a short play from the book.
*The Plumed Water.” a ritual celebrating the
Calistoga geyser. On the day after the con, a
number of us rented a small van and toured
the Valley of the Na, the book’s setting.
Leigh Ann was our party’s expert in all the
local botany as well as Kesh lore. We fin-
ished up at the geyser and found it, luckily
for us, erupting. This is not Old Faithful
where you have to keep a quarter-mile
away: you can go right up to this geyser and
stand under the fringes of the spray. Unusu-
ally, the geyser kept on going, and Leigh
Ann pulied out a copy of Always Coming
Home and quickly organized another whole
reading of the play. The geyser didn’t stop
until after we were finished.”

Darrell C. Richardson
Darrell C. Richardson died on September 19
at the age of 88 after a long illness. He was a
minister and writer, especially known
among collectors for his extensive holdings
of works and materials related to Edgar Rice
Burroughs. He is estimated to have owned
over 30,000 books, 20,000 pulp magazines
and many hundreds of related items, in over
twenty languages.

Richardson was active in Cincinnati fan-
dom from the late 1940s until he went into
the Army as a chaplain in the 1950s. He
encountered Elvis Presley in 1956 when
they were both serving in Germany.
Richardson described his celebrity brush for
a Memphis newspaper in 2005:

“Late one night I arrived in my Jeep after
visiting soldiers in the field. My driver
stopped to let me out at the entrance of the
club. As I stepped out of my Jeep, unbe-
knownst to me, another Jeep pulled along-
side. The driver stepped out with his back to
me and accidentally stepped on my foot. He
jumped back, saluted me and quickly apolo-

gized. It was Elvis Presley! After a brief
conversation, we went our separate ways.”

He spent over twenty years as a pastor in
Kentucky. He retired as Editor of the Broth-
erhood Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention in Memphis.

As Mike Resnick recalled in a tribute
posted online: “Darrell was a Baptist
preacher, and a sincere one. He contracted
cancer a quarter of a century ago. The doc-
tors administered chemo, explained that it
would cause his hair to fall out, and gave
him five weeks to live. He had a pow-wow
with Jesus that night, they decided he still
had preaching to do, and the next morning
he started growing a beard. He was out of
the hospital and pronounced miraculously
cured after a month (he knew why, even if
medical science didn’t), and went on to
spread the Word on four continents and
maybe 55 countries, including just about
every Third World hellhole there was.”

Richardson was a past winner of the E.E.
Evans Bigheart Award.

He is survived by his sons Don and Dar-
rell, and a granddaughter.

In Passing
FAPA member Helen Wesson passed away
September 7 from effects of a stroke, and
pancreatic cancer.

Lichtman writes: “I know Helen was
practically invisible to most of contempo-
rary fandom outside of FAPA, but I consid-
ered her a friend and I’ll miss her.

“Given her condition as I reported in the
August Fantasy Amateur, this is surely a
blessing. She was never the same after her
stroke in June.”

To read more about her life. read Robert
Lichtman’s loc in Vegas Fandom Weekly 84.
(page 13).

Lichtman adds, “She was working on an
issue of Pendragon at the time of her stroke,
and it’s possible I may be able to obtain that
for a future mailing.”

Dragon's Flower, Fredda Kullman, was a
fixture in Huckster rooms throughout the
Midwest with her table of jewelry and other
interesting items. She lost her long battle
with breast cancer on May 29. Her sons and
her husband were with her. [[Source:
Chronicles of the Dawn Patrol, June 1,
2006]]

Stephanie Huffman (formerly Stephanie
Keith) has died of pancreatitis. She was
involved in LASFS in the 1980s.

Kansas City fan John Vaughan passed
away June 14 after losing his fight against
cancer. Vaughan was an active member of
the Burroughs Bibliophiles. He was a vet-

eran of the United States Marine Corpse
who earned two purple hearts while serving
in Vietnam. [[Source: The Chronicles Of
The Dawn Patrol, 6/20/2006]]

Leslie Bloom, once an active New York
fan, died on May 26. She was the victim of a
stray bullet in her Washington Heights
neighborhood in upper Manhattan. She was
62. Leslie was the sister of LASFS member
Mike Bloom, and the one who introduced
him to fandom. She also was a passionate
bird-watcher. She worked for New York’s
Administration for Children’s Services. Her
senseless death became the subject of a col-
umn by NY Times writer Clyde Haberman.
On September 19, police arrested three men
who had been engaged in the robbery of an
upper Manhattan store when one of them
fired the shot that killed Bloom.

Former Glasgow, Scotland, fan artist Ivor
Latto, who did cover and interior art for
Peter Weston's Speculation, for Vector, and
other zines during the 1960s, and published
one issue of his own zine, Fankle, reportedly
died in the spring of 2004. At the time of his
death, he was an architect in Glasgow.
[[Source: Andrew Porter]]

Jim Overmyer passed away May 22.
Tammy Coxen wrote online, “Jim was a
wonderful and colorful fixture in Michigan
and broader fandom. He was practically a
fixture on our "welcome to your first con-
vention" panels, and loved to introduce new
people to fandom. He will be greatly
missed.”
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John Hertz’s Westercon Notebook
Westercon LIX “Conzilla”, July 1-4, 2006
Mission Valley Marriott Hotel, San Diego, California

Author Guest of Honor, Walter
Jon Williams; IHlustrator, Bob
Eggleton; Fan, Bobbi Arm-
bruster. Toastmaster, Kevin ].
Anderson. Attendance about 600;
in the Art Show $5,200 sales by
52 artists.

The last time with San Diego,
I went to Westercon LI by car-
pool. This method seemed very
clever until experience showed
that driving from Los Angeles on
Independence Day weekend was-
n’'t too swift. Now as promised
(File 770 126) 1 took a train. On
Friday afternoon Martin Jaquish
kindly brought me to the hotel.
This method seemed very clever
until I realized that a color master
for Con-Version XXII fliers
(Calgary) awaited me at a copy
shop even I couldn’t walk to. I
borrowed a car, thank you Anonymous
Benefactor. There at the shop was Jaquish
making fliers for the Worldcon Masquerade
next month. My father used to say “You
were expecting maybe Heinie Manush?” My
father never read Avram Davidson, or any-
way he never asked “the spook box?” Back
to the hotel. By the swimming pool was a
“dive-in” movie. Where had I seen this done
before? A passing fan said “At the Wigwam
Westercon.” I ought to remember that con, 1
said. | was Fan GoH (File 770 144). At the
Las Vegas for 08 Westercon bidding party
James Daugherty tried to explain Burning
Man to Becky Thomson. In the lobby Ctein
tried to explain Charles De Lint’s introduc-
ing him at Armadillocon XXVII (Austin).

Daylight Saturday. I kept having to get
things. As I walked to an office-supplies
shop a woman admired my propeller beanie.
Her son liked Comic-Con. I gave her a copy
of my Fifteen S-F Books for the “Basic S-F
Library” panel I had next. Back to the hotel.
Sheila Finch moderated Spring Schoenhuth,
Leigh Strother-Vien, and me. Finch said in
teaching s-f at college she began with the

p

year. We thought Allison

said books should make her want to re-read.
Finch said they would if they were thought-
provoking. 1 said this was an ideal of the
Romantic age. Finch said they should ex-
press heartfelt opinions. At the risk of my
life T said this was another one. Japanese
monks wrote piercing poetry of emotions
they’d never held. Even Beethoven wrote
cheerful music in the depths of sorrow. And
is the business of fiction expressing opin-
ions? Since 1 was the only one who had

He liked to see economy of means
allied with richness of result.

Sayers

It is not real, but it may be true for
all that.
Jékai

questions s-f tries to answer. Schoenhuth
said s-f was about the human condition.
Some humans are alien. Strother-Vien

brought a list, we fell to discussing what
wasn’t on it. :

Sue Dawe’s docent tour of the Art Show.
I try to take other people’s tours. Talking
about art is itself an art. When people ask
what makes a good docent (a word bor-
rowed from the museum world, where it
means roughly rour leader), 1 quote Kelly
Freas, who got me leading tours, and arrang-
ing them at cons, because as he put it You
seem to be able to say what you see. Dawe
pointed out rhythm in Theresa Mather’s
dragons. She excels, Dawe said, at painting
on impossible surfaces. Mather will be
Graphic Artist GoH at Westercon LX
“Gnomeward Bound” (San Mateo) next

O0OH ! CHOCOLATE
COVERED AA BATTERIES!

Hershey’s “Gaia” was facing
into the sunset. Patricia
McCracken’s “Night Orchid”
had asymmetric balance;
Tamie Inoue, able to read
Japanese, said the haiku
McCracken included was a
famous one by Buson. Eggle-
ton brought plenty of God-
zilla, whom (whom??) he has
probably done more than
anyone. Either the con got
him as a Guest of Honor, then
realized it had to be called
Conzilla, or decided to call
itself Conzilla and realized
that meant he had to be a
Guest of Honor. His “One of
Our Robots is Missing”, also
back cover for the Program
Book, had not only a robot,
but also a rowboat, labeled C57D for a ship
in the film version of Forbidden Planet. The
robot, its head alone twice as tall as a human
being, is awash in the sea, rusting, gulls
perching on it, as a looking boy rows by. Its
ornamentation — look at the boy’s shirt!
Dawe said of her own work she drew horses
because that brought her closer to them. The
most important thing about unicorns was the
eyes.

There was a Cabaret. Kevin Roche later
explained the head of his Conrad T. Lizard
costume was built on a construction-worker
hard hat. Among my happy tasks for the
weekend was Julia Ree, from the Eaton
Collection, University of California at Riv-
erside. She brought her husband Bob along
too. Riverside is one of ten U.C. campuses.
The Eaton Collection is the largest holding
of s-f in the world, pro and fan material
both. Bruce Pelz’ fanzine collection went
there. Those and other fanthings are not so
self-explanatory. I've spent some hours
lending a hand. The Westercon, I urged the
head of Special Collections (which includes
Eaton), won’t be near you again for years.
Neither will the Worldcon. This was heeded,
and Ree came to meet, as I said introducing
her, the people who wrote the Rosetta Stone.
Saturday night at nine we sat behind Karen
Anderson to hear filking. She has also
helped at Eaton. Barry Gold sang “The Ea-
gle has Landed”. His wife Lee explained
“Only good songs get rebutted,” and Barry
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Moon. Young said, the creation of a litera-
ture that helped us deal with change. Masso-
glia said, a sense of wonder. It was the reign
of John Campbell. How about good crafts-
manship? Outside, in the blazing sun, the
secret Iron Chef ingredient was fire. All had
been consumed but a taste of defending
undefeated champion Melissa Campbell’s
made-on-the-spot ice cream, cinnamon with
Red Hots. When I recovered 1 was so struck
by the memory of Tim Powers’ Expiration
Date that I went looking for him.
Masquerade Director was Sandy Man-
ning — from Alaska! Janet Anderson, Wil-
liams, and I judged. Rachael and Shannah
Linker as “Temporal Pirates” won Best
Novice (and Workmanship Honorable Men-

Other GoHs being Teresa & Patrick Nielsen
Hayden, for whose fanzine he was named
Izzard. When he indeed was presented to me
once more, 1 asked, reasonably enough,
“Where are the Capclave VI fliers?” Even

Tried to unite civility and truth.

Jane Austen

View of the celestial regions where
great songs are sung.

Harlan Ellison

tion for Prop Building); a blue police box
led to Grand Theft, Tardis. Cat and Robin
Hunt and Adam Martin won Best Journey-
man (and Judges’ Choice, Workmanship)
for “LEPrecon”, Lower Elements Police
Reconnaissance from Eoin Colfer’s Artemis
Fowl, Cat portraying the elven Captain
Holly Short. Judges’ Choice, Master (and
Best Workmanship in Show), was Anastasia
Hunter as “Handmaiden of Barad-dur”,
helmed with a tower, gowned in glittering
red Elizabethan appliqué, raising a spider-
web staff that shone as the stage went black.
Best in Show was Kate Morgenstern and
Thomas Benson, “The New Oz” (Master) —
yes, the con treasurer — no, not “The New
03” as the newsletter printed, aiee — Wicked
Witch Morgenstern griping to Glinda by
cell-phone, Benson with wings, a fez, a
monkey face, and a Halliburton case of ba-
nanas (which he made that day from foam-
core and yellow duct-tape, Workmanship
Honorable Mention) strewn everywhere as
he flew off.

The fliers for Con-Version XXII were a
success. In color, with a strange creature by
llustrator GoH Adrian Kleinbergen, they
looked swell, and since I was to be Fan GoH
it seemed only fair I should arrange to get
them printed and posted, all a by-product of
Due North, last year’s Westercon (File 770
146). The dodo did not fare as well. Stu-
dents of advertising speak of campaigns so
memorable no one can remember what they
were for. This year almost as soon as I ar-
rived people asked me where he was. 1 had
not been asked to introduce him again. He
was a wonderful Folkmanis hand-and-arm
puppet I'd had at Due North to help me hand
out Capclave V fliers (Washington, DC), the
Author GoH being Howard Waldrop and the

by Ben Yalow they could not be found.
Long after Closing Ceremonies it appeared
they had in fact reached the con, but not Ben
and me.

Ten a.m. Tuesday, “Why Do We Need
Conventions?”, moderating Armbruster,
Arizona Gleason, Bridget Landry, Janet
Tait. Gleason said, interaction. Landry said,
the discovery “Wow! There are other peo-
ple!” Tait said, a general-interest con is a big
tent. Armbruster said, in the mundane world
people have long been saying ‘“Meetings
will die”, but we need to connect in person. I
said, maybe some things are best done in
writing, some by phone, some in person.
Landry said, in person you can settle your
next Masquerade entry. Armbruster said,
you see what you have in common. Landry
said, you find things you didn’t know you
were interested in. 1 said, we should invite
people we don’t already know. Tait said
Comic-Con has a mission of educating peo-
ple in the popular arts. By this time Bandit’s
boat race was ready. For days he had been
roiling rambunctious roboteers, recruiting
remote-controllers and bolstering builders.
Now in the cacophonous climax we cas-
caded out — outdoors again — where in a
temperature fondly Fahrenheit he had put up
a pool. Three teams had made electric boats,
each to its team’s own design. Bandit had
built another as a demonstrator. All used
parts from a supply dump. They had to steer
round a course, with rounding pylons, and
reversing. There were propellers in the water
and in the air — I mean, on purpose — and a
paddle wheel. Manning, Williams, and I
judged. Dozens watched and cheered. Team
Ariel won by ten seconds with 2:20. The
spirit of Hugo Gernsback, who loved sci-
ence fiction because it would make us better
engineers, surely beamed.

There was Eggleton at the Massoglias’

Need alone is negative. The
greatest productions spring from
an affirmation.

Chaim Weizmann

bookstall in the Dealers’ Room. He picked
out books, studied them, smiled. Improving
his library?

In fact he was playing “Guess the Artist”,
trying whether he could identify the cover
pictures. Illustrators do this. When I came
within hearing and greeted him he did a few
aloud. He was right a lot. I was fascinated.
Might this go into the Worldcon program?
The thought seized both of us, and indeed it
came to pass. With the help of Mark Olson,
Joe Siclari, the extensive LASFS clubhouse
library, Mike Donahue on tech, and panel-
ists Greg Bear, Eggleton, Alex Eisenstein,
Jane Frank, and Tom Kidd, me hosting, we
spent a happy hour at L.A.con IV, recogniz-
ing an Emshwiller interior from Again, Dan-
gerous Visions, and explaining to each other
why a very characteristic (I thought) Alan
Gutierrez, “Lagrange Point”, had to be by
someone else. But that is really another
story.

++ John Hertz

Clipping Service

Mark R. Leeper: Evelyn has been worried
as to the post-Katrina state of the Jefferson
Davis House in near Biloxi, Mississippi. |
could assure her that there were people try-
ing to return things to exactly the way they
were when Davis lived there. Fortunately,
the United States Constitution seems to keep
getting in the way.

Mark Leeper /MT Void, 6/2/2006]: We
watched as we passed the milestones of the
telecommuting capability. First there were
connections to home PCs. You could be
twenty miles from the company and still
doing your work. You did not have to come
to the building to get work done on the
weekends. It sounded good, but at the same
time we knew that if it came about we
would probably be expected to work on
weekends. Well, it was worth the price.
Then a few technical visionaries tried to
prove you actually could live in another
state and do the same work. And, yes, they
proved their point. The technology really
was good enough that the people doing the
work could live places like Florida and Ari-
zona. Wow! Things were REALLY getting
better. And now the dream has actually be-
come a reality. People are working for tech-
nology companies in New Jersey while they
really are living in exotic places like Banga-
lore, Hyderabad, Bombay, and New Delhi.
And a lot of the people 1 knew don't have to
come in to work at all. Sadly most of the
people who looked forward to what tele-
commuting would do no longer work for
Bell Laboratories. But that also is the power
of this technology.

















Fanac.org

December 2006 27

The Fanivore

Chris Garcia

I've had a rough couple of weeks and com-
ing back to work and being handed File
770’s envelope and 1 haven’t stopped read-
ing it in the six hours since I got it!

First off, I must point out that you’ve
blown our cover. For the last few months,
people have been accusing me of being a
pseudonym of everyone from Arnie Katz to
rich brown, but no one ever thought the
truth, that I was in fact Mr. Mike Glyer...that
is until you noted that my edress was mike-
glyer@cs.com! Now, the cover is blown and
no one will ever send a message to gar-
cia@computerhistory.org like we had
planned!

To me, other than the sad passings of the
last year, nothing has been a bigger story to
me than the downing of server Boston-
Baden. I used the gallery all the time for
info and for images. 1 was even featured a
couple of times in photos that T actually
admitted were out there. The loss of the
Freas and Aragones art was nearly as bad to
me. Things like that suck, but at least we’re
slowing getting some of Chaz’s images
back.

Amazon is doing a lot of stuff that I ap-
preciate, especially with their attention to
the shorts (both stories and films). I almost
took a job with Amazon in the early part of
this decade, but passed it up because I
wouldn’t be able to say that I had the mother
of all Geek jobs.

Congrats on yet another nom for Best
Fanzine. It must be getting dull to constantly
have to deal with being nominated and occa-
sionally winning. I am miffed that The Old
Negro Space Programme short that 1
thought was the funniest thing I'd ever seen
when I first had it thrust upon me a year or
so ago can’t be nominated. True, there are
specific requirements, and I understand
them, but it still sucks.

P'm saddened to hear that Frankie Tho-
mas passed away (the day before my Pops
passed away, and he was a big fan of
Frankie’s) and it may be another part of the
curse of the big con that’s been true for the
last couple of years. It rather bums me out.
P'll be drinking to Howard and Frankie in
LA this year, though, just as planned.

Love Schirmeister’s work. I really wish I
could get him to do some art for The Drink
Tank. The Rotsler is one award that I am so
glad exists. I hope someone will write a long
book on Bill’s life because I've heard so
many amazing stories about him.

must buy my ex-girlfriend’s daughter the
Complete Idiot’s Guide to Pirates. She loves
pirates so much that she watched all of Pi-
rates of the Caribbean even though it was
terrifying her at times. I tried to stop her, but
that girl can give a wicked good Indian burn.

Can’t wait for The Bastards of Kirk.
Lloyd’s a good guy and I'll finally get to
meet him at LACon and then we’ll have to
talk voice acting as I'm the voice of Frank
Wu’s Guidolon. Yet another thing I’ve got
in common with Lloyd.

Sadly, I don’t think I got to meet John
Hertz at CascadiaCon. 1 was in the Fan
Lounge a lot, and spent most of that time in
the Mimeo section (which was fascinating to
guy who never had to do the Mimeo thing)
and yet I don’t remember seeing him. I was
at the trial of my good pal Kevin Standlee
and it was a hoot and a half. I'm glad I got
to see such a fine miscarriage of justice in
person...without having to watch CSPAN!

I wish, wish, wish I could make it to an
EasterCon, but alas, timing and money will
make that impossible through at least the
middle-term. Great report from James, and
I'm now so interested in the concept of the
Cyberdrome. British fandom is in many
ways a mystery to me, as I've often said
many places, but I think I'll get a better
handle on them if I just manage to get a
copy of Plokta in my sweaty little hands!

I'm all about the Las Vegas Westercon

bid. I can’t say how much I'm all for a con
that takes place in my favourite non-
California fannish city. 1 saw the JW Mar-
riott and it’s a lovely place. True, the heat
can be awful, but there’s so much air-
conditioning in LA that I’ve often used a
blanket in the various places I've stayed!

Joseph Nicholas

Thanks for the latest issue of File 770, and
for printing so much of my previous letter
therein.

I’ve one comment to make so far, offer-
ing a correction to your note on page 3 of
Roy Kettle’s OBE. Firstly, the title of the
honour: it’s not Officer of the British Em-
pire, but Order of the British Empire. Sec-
ondly, getting an OBE doesn’t make you a
knight; for that, you have to actually be
knighted, in the traditional way with a sword
tap on each shoulder, after which you are
entitled to put “Sir” before your name -- as
in Sir Arthur C Clarke, or Sir Cliff Richard
(although in fact the convention is that the
surname is abandoned in formal address,
because a Sir is deemed to be so thunder-
ingly important that absolutely everyone
should know who they are just from the
mention of their first name alone).

Another point to make is that getting an
OBE isn’t that unusual — all career civil
servants receive an honour at some point
towards the end of their working lives, the
nature of the honour depending on factors
such as length of service, what they actually
did, what position in the hierarchy they
reached...my father received a CMG* to-
wards the end of his career, and I expect I
shall be offered an honour towards the end
of mine. Which perhaps suggests why Kettle
has received this gong at this time; he can be
only a few years older than I, and has been
awarded it now because he is contemplating
early retirement. And why not? If I thought
we could afford it, I'd take early retirement
too.

(*CMG: the Cross of the Order of St
Michael and St George, aka Call Me
God. The next level up in this Order is the
Grand Cross, the GCMG aka God
Calls Me God.)

[[For what it’s worth, I consulted the
Wikipedia before writing this item, though
evidently I still didn’t get it right way. [ do
know it’s the Order of the British Empire,
and within that Order Kettle was made an
Officer. So it was, of course, an exaggera-
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tion (= outright error) to call him a knight.
But is it really wrong to assume he would be
called Sir? 1didn’t realize Sir Arthur Clarke
had received a different rank within the
order, 1 guess that may be where I went
wrong.]]

Roy would only be called “sir” (and with
a lower case S) by his subordinates -- and
then only by very junior subordinates: in the
modern civil service, we’re all on first-name
terms with everyone, including those several
grades above us. (Government ministers, by
contrast, would be addressed as “sir”, or --
more commonly these days -- “minister”.)
Certainly, the only person I've ever ad-
dressed as “Sir” (with a capital S) was Sir
John Krebs, first Chairman of the Food
Standards Agency (the government depart-
ment where I've been working since 1998,
when it was formed.)

Is Arthur C. Clarke an OBE as well as a
knight? Dunno, really — for someone who’s
now written you two e-mails on the subject
of honours (this being the second), I'm
amazingly indifferent towards the whole
business. When they offer me my gong on
retirement, | plan to refuse — as you might
appreciate, a long-standing- leftie such as
myself cannot possibly countenance the idea
that one grade of honour makes one better
than another!

Joseph T. Major

Editorial Notes: There used to be a big gray
and white cat that hung around our house.
Others fed him — he was rather plump —
but he yowled at our cats and they hissed
back. One night he was hit by a car. Guess
who had to bury him.

Knights of the Paper Spaceship: Leroy
isn’t a knight. An Officer of the Order of the
British Empire is still only a “Mr.” except
when she’s a “Mrs.”, “Ms.” or “Miss”. A. A.
Milne write a poem about that:

O.B.E.
By A. A. Milne

I know a Captain of Industry,

Who made big bombs for the RF.C.,
And collared alot of £5.d. —

And he — thank God! — has the O.B.E.

I know a Lady of Pedigree,
Who asked some soldiers out to tea,
And said “Dear me!” and “Yes, [ see” —
And she — thank God! — has the O.B.E.

I know a fellow of twenty-three,

Who got a job with a fat M.P. —

(Not caring much for the Infantry.)

And he — thank God! — has the O.B.E.

I had a friend; a friend, and he

Just held the line for you and me,

And kept the Germans from the sea,

And died — without the O.B.E.
Thank God!

He died without the O.B.E.

* “0,B.E.” — Officer of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire

Prime Minister David Lloyd George
raised money for the Liberal Party by giving
various honours to people who donated
money to the party. (Nowadays they only
have to make loans.) An O.B.E. went for
about a hundred pounds. “Lloyd George
knew my father, Father knew Lloyd George
.. .” sung to the tune of “Onward Christian
Soldiers”, proving that we didn’t invent filk,
either.

Fear of Reason: Science fiction is trans-
forming; the events of the book make a
change in the world. Mainstream fiction is
normalizing; whatever change the events of
the book make do not change the world,
whether they are undone, or trivial. Thus,
the Mary Higgins Clark book I read while
stuck in Pembroke, about the murder and
defamation of a man who had developed a
powerful anti-cancer drug, is science-
fictional, because the book ends with the
man being posthumously vindicated, and his
drug shown to be effective. Whereas Clive
Cussler’s Dirk Pitt novels are mainstream,
because what happens in each novel does
not even effect the next one.

The most egregrious example of that nor-
malizing is of course Michael Crichton’s
Sphere which ends with the characters undo-
ing everything that happened, and the wish-
granting title item as well.

Attention, Nation of Ribbon Clerks:
You know that the con’s announcement that
horizontal ribbons are to be used will guar-
antee that there will be many many vertical
ones.

Eyepatch Fandom: What got me hooked
on this was Frank G. Slaughter’s The
Deadly Lady of Madagascar — yes, a fifties
novel. ‘In spite of being a religious man
(checking his name will turn up a substantial
number of religious historical novels) he
knew how to make swashbuckling thrillers
work, namely by showing the women naked.
Usually in his books there’s the Bad Girl,
who the hero has before she dies, and the
Good Girl, who he then marries. In The
Deadly Lady of Madagascar they are the
same woman, the daughter of a pirate king.
Her father is named Jonathan Carter, and
there were times when I wondered if Dejah
Thoris knew that her husband had been mar-
ried before and had a son. Anyhow, Bonnie

Carter the pirate turns out to be a damn fine
shot, a first-rate sea handler, a bold leader of
men, and of course a passionate lover. Who
says they didn’t have female role models in
the fifties? Oh, and she swims naked. See
above.

Trek Anniversary: LACon will have
writers speaking and fans
taking part. This is definitely not Creation-
Con. It’s not MidAmeriCon,
either.

Robert Lichtman

The article by Roger Ebert in that recent
Asimov’s reminiscing about his time as an
active fan also appears as the introduction to
Best of Xero, a book published in hardcover
back in 2004 and in trade paper last year. If
you’re not familiar with it, I highly recom-
mend you seek out a copy. It’s got lots of
good stuff that’s not in All In Color For A
Dime, which was also material originally
published in Xero.

Regarding Michael Crichton’s State of
Fear being about “global warming and cli-
mate change” and how Crichton gets it all
wrong, one has to actively wonder if he
received a  sizable stipend  from
Exxon/Mobil.

Looking at the list of Rotsler Award
winners so far, 1 can’t help but suggest that
Dan Steffan is as deserving of such recogni-
tion as those who’ve already been honored.

In his CascadiaCon report, John Hertz
writes in connection with the art show, “Ed
Cox had begun to work in steel, displaying
skull shapes like flat masks.” Do I correctly
assume that this is a different EdCo than the
one for whom space used to be left in fan-
zines for doodling (and who passed away
some years ago)?

Joseph Major writes that on a visit to
Hagerstown he “drove by Harry Warner’'s
house; the door was open, and workmen
were going in and out. The place looked a
little dilapidated. We didn’t stop and get out;
perhaps we should have.” It’s my under-
standing that the house sold several years
ago for a little over $100,000 and underwent
considerable renovation. Checking a useful
home value Web site (zillow.com) I find its
estimated value now to be around $215,000.
No doubt all traces of its former occupant
have been erased.

Chris Garcia writes, “If the Google scan-
ning project can hook up with UC Riverside
and do the scans of all the fanzines there,
that would be a wonderful resource, and one
that would lead to more folks discovering
fanzines.” Indeed it would be, but a lot of
those fanzines are so delicate that surgical
tools are called for to remove the staples (1
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know this from my own collection) -- and
beyond that, it would be helpful if someone
knowledgeable hooked up with the Google
project to steer them in the direction of
which fanzines would be most worthy of
scanning first. On other aspects of the
Google project, however, I agree with those
who have copyright concerns.

I don’t have Sheryl Birkhead’s e-mail
address, and if you do would you please
inform her that a Bookfinder.com search for
Terry Carr’s Fandom Harvest shows a solid
handful of copies available at prices ranging
from $11.95 to $27.50.

Joy V. Smith

Lovely dragon cover! And I enjoyed the
illos, including Fandom isn’t grayin’--it’s
jus’ gettin’ really, really ripe, and the Rot-
sler collection.

I enjoyed your wildlife and the neighbor-
‘hood bunny stories. Here we have neighbors
whose mare and donkey periodically escape
and are rounded up by us, sheriff’s deputies,
etc. We put them behind the nearest fence
and hold them for the neighbors, whom
we’ve gotten to know also.

Your news updates are always interest-
ing; it’s a shame about the art being erased
in the West Hollywood Palm Restaurant!
And thanks for the mention of Ebert’s fan-
nish memoir in Asimov’s; 1 wasn’t aware of
his background in fandom. Btw, a friend’s
poem, “Widow of the Android-Robot Time
Wars”, is scheduled for the September Asi-
mov’s; and Michael F. Flynn has a short
story upcoming in the October/November
Asimov’s—"Dawn, and Sunset, and the
Colours of the Earth”--to which a number of
people who frequent his AOL SF Authors
folder contributed. (Hopefully, I’'m in there,
but I know he had to edit. You should see
the whole thread! It’s a lot of fun.)

Thanks to Taral for tackling the archiving
of Energumen and other fanzines online and
on CD. All the best in those projects! Inter-
esting look at global warming and Crich-
ton’s State of Fear by Gregory Benford and
Martin Hoffert. The pirates piece was good
100; yep, you don’t hear about Rafael Sa-
batini much nowadays. I think they made
movies from at least two of his books?

Thanks to John Hertz and James Bacon
for their con reports. The Cyberdrome work-
shop and other fun con events certainly kept
people entertained. And thank you for the
Hugo list of nominees and all the news tid-
bits.

I learn lots in the locs, especially the
hurricane and WSFA background in this
issue. (Locally I got to play with a couple
Bassett hounds visiting from New Orleans

while their family worked on their home
there; they’re home now, though the 3 foot
rule slowed their rebuilding process down
and 1 haven’t had a recent update.) I was
grateful to read Keith Lynch’s and Ted
White’s versions of the WSFA happenings
because everything I'd heard before had
given me a negative opinion of Ted White,
(I'm so not in the loop.)

Tim.Marion

Thanks so much for File 770:147, which 1
just received today --- chock-full of indis-
pensable news written with your usual verve
and élan (if that’s the right word) which
keeps one reading even if one (on very rare
occasion) doesn’t have that much interest in
the subject matter. Lovely front and back
covers! Also thanks for reprinting the Schir-
meister art inside. :

Thank you so much for reprinting the
Greg Benford article, “Fear of Reason.” 1
had wondered what the story was behind
Michael Crichton claiming that global
warming, which is self-evident, is a myth.
The pity here is that since Crichton is a
popular entertainer (i.e., writer), people are
likely to take him seriously.

Ted White responds to such seemingly
acrimonious remarks from Alexis Gilliland
that I'm surprised I actually don’t remember
reading these original, and apparently inspi-
rational, remarks. Without making any at-
tempt to get involved in an argument which
I know absolutely nothing about, I will say
that nonetheless it’s not very difficult to take
sides on this. Ted White and Keith Lynch
present themselves well.

I see that Ted White also has some good
art in this issue. Oh! Now I see. That stands
for “Taral Wayne”...

Thanks for the con reports with all the
photos. John Dowd is a name that I haven’t
seen in almost 35 years.

Thanks also for the obituaries. In some
cases, such as Rita Coriell, it seems as
though I am finding out about great fans
only after they have left us. I would have
written you about Brian Burley, but I fig-
ured others knew him better than me and
that you would already know about it any-
way. I do think it should be mentioned that
he was a fan since the early 60s (which is a
rather significant length of time).

You needn’t go to such elaborate lengths
to explain the packaging on your child’s
dolls, when you say that “They came inside
a molded, see-through plastic shell, each
bound to the cardboard liner by an alumi-
num wire around her neck and ankles. Her
long hair was stitched to the backing.” Just
call it a blister pack. Nonetheless, you have

my sympathies. This has been a frequent
pain for me as well, especially for about the
last dozen years, ever since McFarlane Toys
started making their elaborate “Spawn”
action figures. These figures are much stur-
dier (usually) and more detailed than action
figures from other companies, both before
and since, in my opinion. They were irre-
sistible to me; 1 had to collect them.
McFarlane came out with many lines
(series) of action figures; almost 30 alto-
gether at last count. I have frequently col-
lected hero, monster, and most frequently
(which I suppose shows how depraved, or
more likely deprived, I am) the heroine fig-
ures. For some reason, the latter aren’t that
much in demand, but of course they’re my
favorite --- usually exotic warrior women.
Nowadays 1 get them only if they’re fully
articulated (poseable at the elbows and
knees as well as the hips and shoulders and
necks) and if they have “real” fake hair
(usually dyed camel hair) rather than that
molded wavy “helmet” that keeps the char-
acter from being able to turn her head.

Anyway, opening these ghoshawful
packages has especially become a pain in
the last few years, as I progress thru middle
age. | have to take off my glasses in order to
be able to see what I'm doing when I'm
untwisting those little twisted, plastic-coated
wires. Then I have to hope my eyes aren’t
poked in the meantime by a weapon or some
other threatening protuberance from the
figure. 'm sure my complaining about my
old age should be a concern for those such
as yourself who no doubt recall my being so
much younger...

What 1 meant to say about the WSFS
disagreement (I don’t want to call it a
“feud”) is that Ted White’s and Keith
Lynch’s letters are fairly consistent with
each other, which might tend to lend them a
certain degree of verisimilitude (whatever
that it is).

And that’s it for the moment. Thanks not
only for the zine but your receptivity.

Murray Moore

The subject line is an untruth. 1 doubt that
this response will be long enough to qualify
as a LoC.

1 am grateful every time that I see in File
770 a Canfield cartoon or illustration from
your stash of his art. I wish that he was still
making art for fanzines.

I am grateful that Brad Foster continues
to be a prolific contributor of art to fanzines.
Dragon art can be deadly, but Brad’s art on
the cover of thish is compelling to this
viewer. 1 marvel at the detail and at the
number of hours Brad must have spent mak-


Bookfmder.com

30 File 770: 148

ing it, to give away.

Your supply of Rotsler art I expect only
seems infinite.

And the small Tim Kirk illo adorning
your editorial: not a great example of Kirk
work, but welcome. Is it recent? If I was
publishing and I had the chance to use Kirk
art, I would nudge, “C’mon, Tim, give me
some of your good stuff!”

Lloyd Penney

Fve downloaded issue 147 of File
770.. feels odd to do it, seeing I'm usually
cracking open a paperzine here, but that’s
fine...it’s the contents that are the most
important. Here goes. ..

0000000000, wait ‘til I get my hands on
that waaaaaabit...around here, the animals
that have the greatest chance of walking
through an open patio door are squirrels,
raccoons and skunks. Of the three, I can
honestly say that the only one I haven’t had
on my lap is a raccoon.

I would like to see another Boston-
Badenzine arrive sometime...I think Chaz
was working on the third issue when he
suffered that catastrophic hard-drive failure.
When Yvonne and I did our CUFF trip re-
port some years ago, we claimed our bounty
of $500 from SCIFI, but they later made the
decision that these trip reports had to be
TAFF or DUFF based, and not from a minor
fan fund.

Any bookstores that open around here are

hobby shops, usually funded with a second
income. My favorite right now is just south
of us on Lakeshore Blvd. in the far south
end of Etobicoke, the Used Book Paradise,
and we’ve done business with them for a
few years now. I rarely go to the big-box
book stores, mainly because there’s usually
some store clerk creeping up behind you to
ask if you need help, and in some places,
there’s so much other merchandise avail-
able, you might think that books were a
sideline.

Corflu 23 in Toronto was small but fun.
Once Murray Moore recounted everything, |
found I'd come in second for Best Letter-
hack behind Robert Lichtman. Pleased I am,
but know that I've got to do better.

The existence of Trufen.net makes it
difficult to wait for a newszine to make this
public, but...Mike Glicksohn is still fighting
cancer. The cancer that was in his ureter has
now spread to his bladder. His e-mail detail-
ing this was titled Another Damned Bridge,
and we are sure he’ll cross that when he gets
to it. (At his annual Mikecon birthday party,
he showed off his high school graduation
photo. The idea of Michael Glicksohn with-
out a beard just croggles the mind.)

The Benford/Hoffert essay highlights the
American government attitude to global
warming that just astonishes the rest of the
world...that the Bush regime will not em-
brace Kyoto because it will hurt the US
economy, which totally ignores the fact that
damage to our ecosystem will damage our
civilization, a lot more important than losing
a few dollars. The Canadian government,
now more in line with Bush, is also ignoring
Kyoto, but this government will not last for
much longer, IMHO, and perhaps we can all
start looking to the long-term future of our
planet, and not be so short-sighted.

A shame about the passing of Howard
deVore, and now Frankie Thomas. The LA-
con committee must feel a little picked on,
and Connie and James must be a little nerv-
ous...well done to Marc Schirmeister for the
2005 Rotsler Award. I have always enjoyed
his work, in fanzines and in TV cartoons.
(Yes, 1 have noticed the fleeting end cred-
its.)

All the TAFF fuss has been settled, and
Bridge Bradshaw is the winner. She and
husband Simon are plotting all kinds of
travels in North America, including a visit to
Toronto for a pubnight. I haven’t seen An-
drew Porter’s birthday list since the last time
I purchased a Science Fiction Chronicle.
Add me in as 6/2/59.

Update on Bastards of Kirk...my taping
is done for the movie, and it will have its
premiere at Toronto Trek 20, same place
where the Auroras will be handed out this
year, in just a couple of weeks. Yes, I got to
do an outrageous Scottish accent. Jimmy
Doohan, rest his soul, would have been
proud of me. The convention has belatedly
invited Yvonne to attend the convention as a
minor guest, to honour her as the conven-
tion’s founder back in 1986. They intend to
honour all past chairman for their 20" con-
vention, but Yvonne will get a little more.

Good to hear Steve 40 got his reproduc-
tive equipment working at the Wester-
con...take that as you will. It would have
been great to see the same at Corflu this
year. In my loc, Gaylaxicon 2006 was a
popular success, in spite of declining num-
bers of fans, who I think did not want to
cross the border. Yvonne is the treasurer,
and should have some information soon on
whether the con was a financial success.
Yvonne did get to LA for the ISDC, and she
did get to a LASFS meeting. We’ve found
the pictures of her from that meeting on
Chaz Boston-Baden’s website.

I remember asking this question during
the run-up to LAcon III, which 1 never did
get to, and I will ask it again. I wonder if
anyone who is working the LAcon IV deal-
ers’ room has asked the LA County Coro-
ners’ Office if they would like to sell their

marvelous merchandise there. If not, we are
planning to be in LA a few days early; per-
haps we can just go and purchase a few
goodies.

Two pages is pretty good, so I'll end it
here. Just a couple of months to go until the
Worldcon, so I will see you there.

John Purcell

Brit-fans being tapped as Officers of the
British Empire sounds like a rather odd de-
velopment, but wotthehell; why not? My
congratulations to Leroy Kettle. If Dave
Langford and/or Dave Locke ever get
knighted, I think the Queen might be getting
a bit daft.

By all means, keep us updated on Mike
Glicksohn’s  condition. I know that
trufen.net will beat you to the punch, but not
everyone goes there. That note about his
being honored at the next ConFusion is
sweet news. Perfect Attendance at any con
is astonishing. I know that Ted White has
attended every Corflu thus far, but has Forry
Ackerman been to every WorldCon? My
curiosity has been piqued, and I can’t think
of anybody else who could make that claim.
Speaking of which, has anybody out there in
your reading audience kept track of con-
secutive WorldCons attended? It would be
an interesting footnote in the program book.

Many thanks for the listing of Hugo
nominations that'I have never read or heard
of. Or even seen, come to think of it. The
only categories I feel qualified to vote in are
the Fan Hugos, and I won’t even be voting
this year, which is sad because I simply
cannot afford even a supporting member-
ship. Congratulations on the Best Fanzine
nod, Mike. All of the nominees in the fan
categories are so good this year that I don’t
know who or what to vote for. I take that
back a bit; just because he’s won so many
years in a row, 1 wouldn’t vote for Dave
Langford (Sorry, Dave!). It’s time to honor
somebody else now. I mean, I do like
Dave’s writing and him as a person, but
enough is enough; this year ’'m pulling for
Claire Brialey. In My Humble Opinion,
she’s the best fan writer of the nominees if
you throw out Dave.

Maybe the WSFS should place a limit on
the number of consecutive times a person
can win an award. Or maybe not. I dunno. It
just seems to me that Dave’s string of Fan
Writer Hugos is very, very long. Maybe he
should withdraw his name from future
nominations. 1 seem to recall others doing
this back in the late 70s.

Marc Schirmeister has always been one
of my favorite fan artists, and he deserves
the 2005 Rotsler Award. How many years
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